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To promote the Bill Moyers documentary Buying the War at an American Library Association event, my company 
(Films for the Humanities & Sciences) compiled a mashup of Bill Moyers Journal excerpts. Since I had ghostwritten 
several other Moyers on-screen essays, I was asked to quickly write an intro for him which would be recorded and 
presented along with the featured film. I conceived, outlined, and composed the message below in about an hour. 

 

 

Bill Moyers On-screen Intro: Buying the War at ALA 
 

Hello, I’m Bill Moyers. 

 

We live in a society hungry for information. That makes America’s public libraries, and 

those who keep them running, more important than ever. In many ways, you and I 

have taken on the same mission—to help the public stay informed and empowered. 

Every day we share inspiring stories, reveal crucial knowledge—and show people how 

to search for answers on their own. 

 

That mission is reflected in all of my recent projects—now available through Films 

Media Group, the exclusive distributor of Public Affairs Television programs. Chief 

among these is Buying the War—an account of media manipulation and government 

propaganda leading up to the invasion of Iraq. With its focus on journalism, politics, 

and foreign policy, I believe the program has much to offer any library collection. 

 

Buying the War launched my new series, Bill Moyers Journal—one of several recent PBS 

series. As you’ll see in this compilation of excerpts, the guests and subjects have been 

wide-ranging…from my Journal interview with the The Daily Show’s Jon Stewart… to 

the chronicle of wayward lobbyist Jack Abramoff, as seen in Moyers On America… to my 

conversation with Pima Chodron about Buddhist principles and everyday life, in the 

series Faith and Reason. All address the broad and varied interests of the public-minded 

library patron. 

 

Of course, this is only a sampling of what’s available from Films Media Group. I hope 

you enjoy enriching your collection and continuing your mission—as much as I’ve 

enjoyed my part in it. 
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