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Twelve seasons in the majors, 106 wins, over 1,000 
strikeouts, Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame—that’s just a 
snapshot from the pitching career of Kirk McCaskill ’79: 
a career that took unexpected twists and turns right from 
the beginning. 

Born in Kapuskasing, Ontario, McCaskill grew up 
in hockey skates rather than baseball cleats. For many 
years he expected to follow his father, Ted, into a career 
on the ice. Hockey also drew him to Trinity-Pawling, as 
well as to the University of Vermont, after which he made 
the unconventional decision to pursue both hockey and 
baseball professionally.

That dual venture, while remarkable in the history 
of sports, lasted one season. What happened next was 
perhaps even more unorthodox. McCaskill “walked away 
from serious money,” as he puts it, to leave the Winnipeg 
Jets and focus on baseball. It’s that kind of life choice—
made with confidence and a deep sense of purpose—that 
provides insight into his current roles. 

After pitching his heart out for the California Angels 
and the Chicago White Sox, McCaskill could have pursued 
a high-octane MLB coaching job. Instead, his second act 

brought him to the San Diego area to spend quality time 
with his family—and, since 2012, to head the baseball 
program at Torrey Pines High School.

As a coach, McCaskill traces many of his ideas about 
teambuilding to his experiences at Trinity-Pawling. They 
helped him develop an ability to plan and prioritize that 
“I’m not sure I would have figured out on my own.” And 
although he’s relatively new to coaching, McCaskill has 
evolved a management philosophy aligned to his values-
driven past.

“Today’s young players are under enormous pressure,” 
says the former pitching star. “With so many stakeholders 
and so much riding on results, expectations sometimes 
don’t match up between competitors and their would-be 
mentors. But if an athlete is empowered to make choices 
and set meaningful goals, his or her performance will 
emerge from a place of passion as opposed to pressure.”   

McCaskill’s own passion, conveyed in every word he 
speaks, promises that the Torrey Pines Falcons are in good 
hands. When he insists that his work “is as much about 
character development as it is about baseball,” he reminds 
us that pitching your heart out is its own reward.

Kirk McCaskill ’79 brings major league skill 
to high school baseball

Global Links to Learning

Since ___, Trinity-Pawling’s service 

learning program has grown steadily 

in both student involvement and 

geographic reach, thanks to the 

involvement of Spanish teacher Tim 

Pillsbury, math teacher Ben Kofoglis, 

and other faculty and staff. This 

past March, several Trinity-Pawling 

students had the opportunity to 

immerse themselves in the diverse 

culture of Peru while participating in 

projects focused on eco-tourism and 

community development.  The trip was 

organized by EF Educational Tours, 

which partners with educators to help 

them connect curriculum with real 

world experiences.

Pillsbury and Kafoglis led the trip 

through the southern region of Peru to 

the villages surrounding Lake Titicaca. 

Pillsbury, who also serves on T-P’s 

Global Initiatives Committee, hopes 

that over the next few years every 

discipline will integrate international 

travel into their curriculum. He adds, 

“EF’s programs help us provide a 

more engaging learning experience 

by helping students plan, participate 

and reflect on their experiences.”
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Kirk McCaskill ’79 (front) and team on senior day at Torrey Pines
Senior class continues 100 
percent participation streak 
for the Trinity-Pawling Fund
Over the past three years, Trinity-Pawling seniors have committed 
themselves to a lofty goal: 100 percent participation in the Trinity-Pawling 
Fund. Each class has achieved that goal well before graduation, and this 
year is no exception. Thanks to hard work and leadership from prefects 
and other leaders, the class of 2015 reached their objective with flying colors. 

And what might those colors be? Blue and gold, of course.
“We understand that keeping our class bonds strong and supporting 

our School financially is an important part of being an alum,” explains 
Head Prefect Chris Nolan. “We want to get in the habit of giving for the 
future and to set a good example for the classes that will come behind us.”

Director of Alumni Programs Chris Gillman ’05 and Science Instructor 
Mike Webber, the senior class form advisor, have worked hard in recent 
years to nurture this culture of student philanthropy. Clear momentum 
began in 2010, when then-sophomore Theo Kelly ’13 mobilized his 
classmates to support the inaugural sophomore tree.  Since then, the tree 
project has become a tradition for each sophomore class, allowing the boys 
to practice both leadership and fundraising skills that culminate in the gift 
of a tree to the School’s Arboretum program. 

As seniors, each class rallies again for the senior class gift—and looks 
forward to celebrating success at traditional Blue and Gold dinner each 
May, where they are officially welcomed into the alumni body. “We are 
very grateful of our seniors, and especially proud of what 2013, 2014, and 
2015 have recently achieved,” says Gillman. “It’s an honor to watch them 
grow, graduate, and then represent Trinity-Pawling as alumni.”

Chris Gillman ’05 with some of the 2015 prefects who helped spearhead the class gift: 
Chris Nolan (left), ________________________, Stein LaFontaine and Connor McNamara


